
Homily Resources – 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time – 26 September 2021 
Readings: 1st Num 11:25-29; 2nd James 5:1-6; Gospel Mk 9:38-43, 47-48. 

 

1. Introduction:  Last Sunday’s readings guided us more internally to purify ourselves from sin in 
order to be able to serve Jesus personally and not to be too critical of others who are carrying out 
Christian ministries. Today’s readings give us a strong warning against jealousy, envy and selfish 
greed. 
 

2. In the first reading, we find jealousy, in its destructive form of envy, raising its ugly head in 
Moses’ assistant and successor, Joshua.  Moses and 70 future helpers were called by the Lord God to 
the Tent of Meeting for the Spirit-giving ordination ceremony. But two of the invitees were absent.  
Hence Joshua could not tolerate these absent men prophesying in the camp without receiving God’s 
Spirit in the Tent of Meeting. Moses had to instruct Joshua to be tolerant. Moses rejoiced in this gift:  
  

“Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the people of the Lord were prophets! Would 
that the Lord might bestow his spirit on them all! 
 

This selection is intended to provide a Biblical background for Jesus’ response to the same kind of 
jealousy noticed in his apostles. What is jealousy or envy? Its Greek origin was “zelos” (zeal) which 
was a really great word which has come down in the world. Originally it described a great emotion 
by which a man who sees something fine in life is moved to imitate it. But this can easily become 
envy, the desire to have what is not ours to have, the sprit which begrudges others the possession of 
anything denied to us, the spirit which leads us to destroy that which the other has. (Example  of 
successful couple in Cleveland ghetto). What is the difference between jealousy and envy?  
 

Jealousy is being “watchful or solicitous in guarding or keeping” or also “resentfully suspicious of a 
rival or a rival’s influence.” 
Envy is “a feeling of discontent and ill will because of another’s advantages, possessions, etc or a desire 
for those things. Synonyms are to begrudge or to covet. Note that jealousy is not a synonym of envy. 
Note that “envy” is one of the seven deadly sins. Jealousy is not necessarily a sin. God is described as a 
jealous God. God is never described as envious. 

 

3. In the second reading, James warns the rich against giving scandal by their denial of social justice 
to their workers in refusing to give them a living wage, by ignoring the needs of others and by 
condemning and murdering the innocent and the righteous. Baptism commits every Christian to 
work for social justice through peaceable (rather than violent), means.  The line here “You have lived 
on earth in luxury and pleasure; you have fattened your hearts for the day of slaughter” really caught 
our attention.  What does “fattened your hearts for the day of slaughter” mean? 
 

4. It is the condemnation of the selfish rich that they have used their money and possessions to 
gratify their desire for comfort and satisfy their own lusts, and they have forgotten all duty to their 
fellow men. But there is an end to this. The end of specially fattened cattle is that they will be 
slaughtered for some feast; and those who have sought this easy luxury and selfish wantonness are 
like men who have fattened themselves for the day of judgment. Selfishness always leads to the 
destruction of the soul. Let us remember that being rich is not a sin. Excessive love of money is. 
 

5. In what ways might we be “fattening” our hearts? Should we be evaluating what we treasure the 
most? How can we grow in generosity? How can we decrease our selfishness? I would hope that our 
giving to the meritorious causes of the Church would provoke us to constantly reevaluate our life-
style and our spending in order to be helpful to others in need. This is part of the reason that Pope 
Francis makes people uneasy, because he is so aware of the situation of the poor in the world, 
especially the third world. We might ask ourselves the question, “What am I looking for in my 



Church, in my practice of religion? Is it my peace and satisfaction or is it the will of God for myself 
and others?  
 

6. In the Gospel, this is a parallel to the situation of Moses. We find intolerance, perhaps legitimate 
jealousy, maybe even destructive envy among the apostles of Christ. John complained to Jesus that a 
man outside their group of selected disciples was exorcising demons in Jesus’ Name, in spite of their 
attempt to prevent him from doing so.  Jesus taught the Apostles lessons in his kind of tolerance and 
in the reward to be given to outsiders for good deeds they had done.   
 

7. Several years ago Pope Francis demonstrated a gracious acceptance of others than Catholics in 
the Festival of Families in Philadelphia. One of the readings on the program was by a Baptist 
minister. The Pope is clearly showing that he appreciates the contribution of such a Protestant 
minister who works amongst the poor in Philadelphia.  
 

8. We also hear the strong warning of Jesus against giving scandal, especially to innocent children, 
vulnerable members of the community and beginners in the Faith. It is amazing to me that, with this 
reference explicitly in the Gospel, that clergy in the Church, and Bishops responsible for the care of 
the young and vulnerable would have committed the crimes that we have so recently been aware of. 
We all have a challenge to put our faith to work in our lives so its truth can be appreciated. 
 

9. Let us return to the issue of wealth and the rich, raised in the second reading, for this can really 
be a major source of envy and jealousy within the community. This might well keep us from being 
disciples (the rich young ruler, Matt 19:16ff) and lead us into ways of life that can, indeed, provoke 
jealousy, envy and division.  One commentator developed this a lot. 
 

“Elsewhere James has inveighed against the rich and declared that the poor would inherit the kingdom 
(2:2-7). Numerous traditions, especially in Luke, report that this had been Jesus’ understanding (Luke 

6:20, 24; 12:16-21). In the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), the rich man was 
condemned not for what he did but for his lack of caring.  Perhaps Jesus’ saying at Matt 6:24 sums it up: 
“You cannot serve God and possessions” (Luke 16:13).  

 

10. See also St. Paul’s concern for the right uses of wealth (1 Tim 6). This passage is referenced once 
in the Catechism, #2445 where it is quoted in full. This is in the section of the Ten Commandments, 
the Seventh, “You shall not steal.” The commentary is “love for the poor is incompatible with 
immoderate love of riches or their selfish use.” The use of our resources (stewardship) is an 
important factor in our salvation or our damnation (See also Luke 16:9-13). The Church teaches us 
that we have a duty to do away with unjust inequalities among men.  
 

11. This reflection on the attraction of riches can provoke a number of uneasy reflections, 
reflections that might well keep us from being disciples (See also Mark 10:17-25, where Jesus called 
on the rich “young” man to sell all and give to the poor if he wished to have treasure in heaven”).   
This way of life can, indeed, provoke jealousy, envy and division. 
 

12. How can we avoid these temptations to inappropriate jealousy and envy, as well as the related 
challenge to use our riches (resources) in a godly manner?  First, I would hope that each of us 
would cultivate a spirit of compassion and generosity toward others. Second, I would hope that the 
initiatives of St. Boniface might offer opportunities for that generosity to help others and to 
strengthen the Church. What might be appropriate responses in your situation? 
 
 
 
 


